






Construction Criteria:

The following items should be addressed during construction of projects with dry wells:

· Erosion and Sediment Control: Final grading for proposed dry wells should not take
place until the surrounding site is completely stabilized. If this cannot be accomplished,
runoff from disturbed areas shall be diverted.

· Soil Compaction: Excavation should be conducted in dry conditions with equipment
located outside of the practice to minimize bottom and sidewall compaction.
Construction of a dry well shall be performed with lightweight, wide-tracked equipment
to minimize disturbance and compaction. Excavated materials shall be placed in a
contained area.

· Underground Chamber: A subsurface prefabricated chamber may be used.

· Dry Well Bottom: The bottom shall be as level as possible to minimize pooled water in
small areas that may reduce overall infiltration and longevity.

· Filter Cloth: Filter cloth shall not be installed on the bottom of the well. Non-woven
filter cloth should be used to line the top and sides of the dry well to prevent the pore
space between the stones from being blocked by the surrounding native material.

· Gravel Media: The aggregate shall be composed of an 18 to 48-inch layer of clean
washed, open graded material with 40% porosity (e.g., ASTM D448 4, 5, or 6 stone or
equal).

Inspection:

· Regular inspections shall be made during the following stages of construction:
· During excavation to subgrade.
· During placement of backfill and perforated inlet pipe and observation well.
· During placement of geotextiles and all filter media.
· During construction of the appurtenant conveyance.
· Upon completion of final grading and establishment of permanent stabilization.

Maintenance Criteria:

The following items should be addressed to ensure proper maintenance and long-term
performance of dry wells:

· Privately owned practices shall have a maintenance plan and shall be protected
by easement, deed restriction, ordinance, or other legal measures preventing its
neglect, adverse alteration, and removal.

· Dry wells shall be inspected and cleaned annually. This includes pipes, gutters,
downspouts, and all filters.

· Ponding, standing water, or algal growth on the top of a dry well may indicate
failure due to sedimentation in the gravel media. If water ponds for more than 48
hours after a major storm or more than six inches of sediment has accumulated, the
gravel media should be excavated and replaced.
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