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20110 Ashbrook Place 

Suite 100 

Ashburn, VA 20147 

 

P 703.554.6700 

F 703.726.1345 

www.timmons.com 

May 17, 2024 

 

Anne Arundel County 

Office of Planning and Zoning 

2664 Riva Road 

Annapolis, MD 21401 

 

Re: YEL – Annapolis Junction Business Park – Request for a Variance to Ordinance Section 18-3-303, 18-3-308 & 18-

3-309 

 

Tax Map 0013, Grid 0020, P.0195 (Lots 9RR, 8RR, 13R, 14R) 

8201, 8211, 8231, 8223, 8225, 8241, 8251 Dorsey Run Road, Annapolis Junction, MD  

 

To Whom it may concern: 

 

On behalf of our Client, please see the following Variance request to Anne Arundel County Code Sections 18-3-303.C, 

18-3-308 & 18-3-309 as it relates to the total square footage and height for directional signage for business complexes 

and Industrial districts for the following lots: 

 

   

Legal Description Address  Tax # 

8RRR 8201 Dorsey Run Road 400090221373 

9RR  8211 Dorsey Run Road (Primary 

Address) 

400090221374 

12R 8231 Dorsey Run Road 400090221377 

13R 8241 Dorsey Run Road 400090221378 

14R 8251 Dorsey Run Road 400090221379 

N/A 8223 Dorsey Run Road N/A 

N/A 8225 Dorsey Run Road N/A 

 

 

Project Introduction:  

 

The proposed directional signage is intended to accompany the Site Development Plan (SDP) C-2023-0026-00-NC and 

forth coming grading and building permit which is to permit and construct one (1) three story data center building 

(approximately 171,726 SF), with administration office space (approximately 34,320 SF), and associated site circulation  

and extension of the secured perimeter infrastructure on Lots 9RR, 13RR, and 14R of the Annapolis Junction Business 

Park.  In addition to these improvements, an onsite substation is being planned in parallel to service the site and any 

future builds (the Developer will bulk grade the substation pad while BGE will construct and operate the electrical 

equipment within the substation).  The proposed vehicular site access is from Dorsey Run Road and will utilize the 

secured vehicular control point at Lot 9RR, constructed under Grading Permit G02018716 and Building Permit 

B02390726.  All improvements are located outside of the critical area and there are no environmental permits 

associated with the above noted applications.   

 

Variance Request: 

 

The current Anne Arundel County Code specifies the following as it relates to directional signage: 

 

18-3-303.C - Location. A sign shall be located within the lot lines of the use to which it refers, except that a directional 

sign may be located within a County right-of-way to the extent permitted by § 18-3-305 and § 18-3-306. 



 

 

18-3-308-c – Directional Signs. “A business complex may have directional signs as necessary.  Each sign may not 

exceed six square feet in area or a height of five feet” 

 

18-3-309-d – Directional Signs. “An establishment may have directional signs as necessary.  Each sign may not exceed 

six square feet in area or a height of five feet” 

 

This Variance is being requested to allow for a directional sign to provide way finding to a destination on an adjacent 

parcel as well as to increase the maximum directional sign area to 24.5 square feet and to increase the height for 

directional signage to 7’ as defined by Article 18-3-304.   

 

Justification:   

 

The above Variance is being requested to allow for directional signs that exceed the current requirements of Article 

18-308-c and 18-3-309-d to meet the Clients Corporate signage standards, which are used across all Client Data Center 

campuses.  Maintaining these standards will allow for Client employees and users visiting the site to efficiently 

navigate through the proposed secured campus to the intended destination.  It should be noted that the development 

noted within the project intro (above) is the second of multiple planned future buildings that will make up the 

campus.  The complex is also subject to end user security requirements, which makes it imperative that all users are 

able to navigate the site in an efficient manner.  The directional signage will direct users to specific buildings, visitor 

areas, vehicle entry, onsite utility infrastructure, as well as any restricted areas of the site.  Due to the anticipated 

future buildings and to meet the Clients signage standards, the sign panel is required to exceed the minimum six 

square feet and five feet in height.  It should also be considered that the intended vehicular traffic navigating the 

campus will include personal vehicles, as well as large tractor trailers.  Therefore, the larger sign panels will be more 

easily viewed from the operator of a tractor trailer.  Lastly, as the campus is built out in the future, the larger 

directional signage will offer better visibility for Fire and Rescue to navigate the site from the vehicle entry point, thus 

resulting is faster response times.  In addition to the variance requesting the increased direction signage height and 

area, it is requested to allow signage to be placed on the subject parcels to direct users around the data center site to 

the existing Anne Arundel County sanitary sewer pump station located at 8241 Dorsey Run Road (Tax # 

400090221376).  Access is proposed to be relocated in accordance with SDP C2023-0026-00-NC and as coordinated 

with Anne Arundel County Department of Utilities. The signage will allow for faster response times in the event that 

immediate access is required at the pump station for operational or maintenance purposes.     

 

As illustrated in the attached exhibits, the proposed signs are placed greater than 75’ from the existing Right-of-Way 

of Dorsey Run Road.  Furthermore, seven of the eleven signs proposed with the above noted application will be within 

the secured perimeter of the proposed campus, which will provide additional screening of the signs from any public 

viewshed. 

 

The Client fully understands the intent and purpose of the County code and is committed to being good stewards of 

the community, however the proposed Variance is requested to meet the required security requirements for a 

restricted access campus and wayfinding standards which are applied across all Client campuses.           

 

We appreciate your consideration regarding this request.  If you should have any questions related to this proposed 

Variance, please feel free to contact me.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 
 

Luke Fetcho, PE, LEED AP 

Senior Project Manager 
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DIRECTIONAL
SIGN

VARIANCE
REQUEST
EXHIBIT 1

**REFERENCE SHEET
YEL00-C-F1-18-1 -
CIVIL SITE NOTES &
DETAILS FOR
CORRESPONDING
WAY FINDING SIGN
DETAIL PER NUMBER
DESIGNATION**

0

SCALE 1"=100'

200'100'

WATER TOWER

PUMP STATION

SUBSTATIONVEHICLE ENTRY
VISITOR CENTER

YEL02

#

DENOTES PROPOSED SIGN
LOCATION



1
NTS

SV-1 SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN - NO. 1

NORTH SIDE SOUTH SIDE

Exit

NOTE:

1. DETAIL IS INTENDED TO SHOW SPECIFIC SIGN LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR SIGN
CONSTRUCTION, SEE SPECIFICATION 10_14_00 AND DETAIL 12 ON THIS
SHEET.

2
NTS

SV-1 SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN - NO. 2

NORTH SIDE SOUTH SIDE

Exit

NOTE:

1. DETAIL IS INTENDED TO SHOW SPECIFIC SIGN LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR SIGN
CONSTRUCTION, SEE SPECIFICATION 10_14_00 AND DETAIL 12 ON THIS
SHEET.

3
NTS

SV-1 SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN - NO. 3

WEST SIDE EAST SIDE

NOTE:

1. DETAIL IS INTENDED TO SHOW SPECIFIC SIGN LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR SIGN
CONSTRUCTION, SEE SPECIFICATION 10_14_00 AND DETAIL 12 ON THIS
SHEET.

4
NTS

SV-1 SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN - NO. 4

WEST SIDE EAST SIDE

Exit

NOTE:

1. DETAIL IS INTENDED TO SHOW SPECIFIC SIGN LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR SIGN
CONSTRUCTION, SEE SPECIFICATION 10_14_00 AND DETAIL 12 ON THIS
SHEET.

5
NTS

SV-1 SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN - NO. 5

WEST SIDE EAST SIDE

Exit

NOTE:

1. DETAIL IS INTENDED TO SHOW SPECIFIC SIGN LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR SIGN
CONSTRUCTION, SEE SPECIFICATION 10_14_00 AND DETAIL 12 ON THIS
SHEET.

6
NTS

SV-1 SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN - NO. 6

SOUTH SIDE NORTH SIDE

Exit

NOTE:

1. DETAIL IS INTENDED TO SHOW SPECIFIC SIGN LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR SIGN
CONSTRUCTION, SEE SPECIFICATION 10_14_00 AND DETAIL 12 ON THIS
SHEET.

12 SV-1 VEHICULAR DIRECTIONAL

Visitor
Parking

Bldg 70

A ALoading
Dock

Bldg 71

STAINLESS STEEL

2"x4" C-CHANNEL

SIGN FACE

FOR SIGN FOUNDATION,
SEE STRUCTURAL
PLANS.

SIGN FACE

STAINLESS STEEL

DETAIL

FRONT VIEW SIDE VIEW

FINISH GRADEFINISH GRADE

NOTE:  EDGE OF 1/8"
ALUMINUM FACE IS
VISIBLE FROM SIDE OF
SIGN; PAINT TO MATCH
SIGN FACE.

DETAIL

SECTION A-A

3" DEEP METAL
TRAY, FLUSH TO

GRADE, 12"
AROUND SIGN

PERIMETER;
FILLED WITH 3/4"

RIVER STONES, OR
AS PER DIRECTION

FROM FACILITIES
MANAGEMENT.

BELOW GRADE
(TYP) FOR POST MOUNTING

NOTE: REFER TO MICROSOFT SITE SIGNAGE GUIDELINES NEW CONSTRUCTION COMPLETE SIGNAGE PACKAGE

Visitor Center

02

Pump Station

03

Substation

Visitor Center

02

Pump Station

02

03

Substation

East Access
Visitor Center

Pump Station

03

Substation

Exit

Water Tower

03

Substation

Water Tower

Pump Station

03

03

Substation

Entrance

Loading Dock
Water Tower

02

Pump Station

02

03

Substation
Loading Dock

Water Tower

02

Pump Station

03
Entrance

03
Entrance

03
Loading Dock

Water Tower

02

Pump Station

03
Loading Dock

03
Entrance

7
NTS

SV-1 SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN - NO. 7

EAST SIDE WEST SIDE

Exit

NOTE:

1. DETAIL IS INTENDED TO SHOW SPECIFIC SIGN LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR SIGN
CONSTRUCTION, SEE SPECIFICATION 10_14_00 AND DETAIL 12 ON THIS
SHEET.

03
Loading Dock

Water Tower

02

Pump Station

03
Loading Dock

03
Entrance

8
NTS

SV-1 SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN - NO. 8

EAST SIDE WEST SIDE

NOTE:

1. DETAIL IS INTENDED TO SHOW SPECIFIC SIGN LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR SIGN
CONSTRUCTION, SEE SPECIFICATION 10_14_00 AND DETAIL 12 ON THIS
SHEET.

Exit

02

Pump Station

Exit

02

03

Substation

9
NTS

SV-1 SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN - NO. 9

EAST SIDE WEST SIDE

Exit

NOTE:

1. DETAIL IS INTENDED TO SHOW SPECIFIC SIGN LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR SIGN
CONSTRUCTION, SEE SPECIFICATION 10_14_00 AND DETAIL 12 ON THIS
SHEET.

10
NTS

SV-1 SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN - NO. 10

WEST SIDE EAST SIDE

Exit

NOTE:

1. DETAIL IS INTENDED TO SHOW SPECIFIC SIGN LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR SIGN
CONSTRUCTION, SEE SPECIFICATION 10_14_00 AND DETAIL 12 ON THIS
SHEET.
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Pump Station

02

03
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11
NTS

SV-1 SITE DIRECTIONAL SIGN - NO. 11

WEST SIDE EAST SIDE

Exit

NOTE:

1. DETAIL IS INTENDED TO SHOW SPECIFIC SIGN LANGUAGE ONLY. FOR SIGN
CONSTRUCTION, SEE SPECIFICATION 10_14_00 AND DETAIL 12 ON THIS
SHEET.
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