Pen Mar Environmental Services, LLC

Jor your environmental permit needs

P.O. Box 6809
Annapolis, MD 21401
443.875.3955
March 27, 2024

Anne Arundel County
Planning and Zoning Division
2664 Riva Road, 3t Floor
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: LETTER OF EXPLANATION
Proposed Residential Pier Installation
Schaefer Property
422 Leitch Road
Tracy’s Landing, MD 20779

Dear Zoning Analyst,

On behalf of the property owners, Robert Schaefer, James Schaefer and Kenneth Watts, we are
respectfully requesting a Variance to allow a residential pier on a property with no residential structure.
The 4.55 acre property known as 422 Leitch Road in Tracy’s Landing is located on the shore of Tracy’s
Creek in southeast Anne Arundel County. Tracy’s Creek is a direct tributary of the Chesapeake Bay and
is a Federal Navigation Channel that is dredged regularly by the County under the supervision of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. It is split-zoned as Rural Agricultural (RA) and Light Commercial
Marina District (MA2). Currently, there is an existing commercial marina with two commercial piers
with 12 slips, a parking area and a commercial structure with a shed.

The proposed residential pier would be located within the RA portion of the 4.55 acre property. It meets
the requirements for a residential pier in the State of Maryland. Upon extending the property lines into
Tracy’s Creek, the pier meets the 15-foot setback requirements for a residential pier in Anne Arundel
County. No portion of the proposed residential pier extends into the MA2 zone. A building permit has
been submitted to the County and is assigned Building Permit number B02422863. This proposed
building permit request also includes a request to expand the commercial marina portion of the project.
As designed, it is believed that the proposed commercial marina expansion does not require a variance
and is not a part of this request.

The Variances being requested are for Article 18-2-204(c), Accessory Structures on a Different Lot, as
well as Article 18-4-106, Permitted Uses - Private Residential Pier. The 4.55 acre Marina Property at
422 Leitch Road is owned 50% by James Schaefer, 25% by Robert Schaefer and 25% by Kenneth
Watts. The immediately adjacent, 55.17 acre property known as 420 Leitch Road is owned Jjointly by
Robert Schaefer, his wife Cynthia Schaefer, James Schaefer and his wife Rachael Schaefer. The 55.17
acre property supports two homes. Robert and Cynthia Schaefer live at 416 Leitch Road while James
and Rachael Schaeffer live at 420 Leitch Road. Given the Schaefer Family’s 75% ownership of the
commercial Marina at 422 Leitch Road and the support/approval by their partner Mr. Watts, it is felt this
is a viable request for a Variance to Articles 8-2-204 and 18-4-206 as the Schaefer Family owns the
adjacent 55.17 acre property.
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The proposed 6’ wide x 100" long residential pier would have a 4’ wide x 20° long platform, two boat
lifts, 4 mooring piles, a 3’ wide x 16° long catwalk and a 3° wide x 20° long catwalk. All improvements
fit within the buildable area without the need for a variance to side setbacks from the extended property
lines. As the Schaefer family could enjoy the use of the commercial marina, using the commercial use
for their private use is not a financially prudent way 10 operate a commercial business. Additionally, the
children and grandchildren of the Schaefer family would be better served from a safety stand -point by
being away from the commercial business for their personal activities. Including activities that can be
enjoyed from a private residential pier, such as fishing and crabbing. Relocating personally owned
vessels to the private pier is a desired feature that is not uncommon in this waterfront area. As the
family grows and the children age, there will be room for the family to dock their vessels and enjoy a
private pier, as opposed to taking away docking slips from their commercial marina.

The proposed residential pier would not alter the character of this waterfront area. Nor will it impair the
use or development of adjacent properties. Outside of an allowable set of access steps to the pier, no
forest cover will be removed in a Limited Development Area or Resources Conservation Area of the
Chesapeake Bay Critical Area as a result of the construction of the pier. It is believed that the proposed
pier would not be detrimental to the environment or public welfare.

Previously granted variances that may bear on this case include Case numbers 2018-0140-V and 2020-

0084-V. They can be found online at the Anne Arundel County website. Please review the attached
plans and call me at 443.875.3955 if you have any questions or need any additional information.

FPO#11373

Attachments

CC: Robert and Cynthia Schaefer, Owners
James and Rachael Schaefer, Owners
Kenneth Watts, Owner
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Aerial Photo - 422 Leitch Road
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Paper Map DISCLAIMER:

By acceptanice of this map materlal, you agree as follow:
Thls map materiaf (the “material") fs made avaitable by
Anne Arundel County, Maryland {the “County”)as a
publlc service.

The material is for reference purposes only, and the
County makes no representatives, warranties, or
guarantees of the accuracy of the material.

THE COUNTY MAKES NO, AND DISCLAIMS ALL,
EXPRESS AND IMPLIED WARRANTIES RELATING TO THE
MATERIAL, INCLUDING WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, INTEGRATION, TITLE,AND

FITNESS FOR A PARTICLILAR PURPOSE.

You release the County, its agents, servants, and
emplayees, from any and 3l flabifty related to the
materiat or any of it, Including its agcuracy, avallability,
use, and misuse. In no event shall the County be liable
for any direct, indirect, Intidental, consequential, or
other damages, including savings, profits, fees, costs,
loss of data, or businass Interruption, related inany
way lo the materlal or any of it, including Its accuracy,
avallability, use, and misuse,

The materlalis in the public domain and may be
copied without permission, Citation to the source

is reguested, Any errors or omissions In the materla{
2 H should be reported to the Anne Arunde! County Office
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Services Group.
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CRITICAL AREA COMMISSION
CHESAPEAKE AND ATLANTIC COASTAL BAYS

1804 WEST STREET, SUITE 100
I ANNAPOLIS, MD 21401
I .
PROJECT NOTIFICATION APPLICATION

!
GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

Jul'lSdlCthIl Anne Arundel COU.[lty Date:
s = = oA . ) FOR RESUBMITTAL ONLY
ax Map arce oc Lot ection Corrections O
77 (39 L8 Redesign O
No Change ]
Non-Critical Area O
. = - *Complete Only Page 1
[ Tax ID: | gooo — 9022~ 903 ] General Project Information

M

|
[Project Name (site name, subdivision name, or other) | <~ oz fevs” Fry pex*f}/ B
o ) /

[ Project location/Address | /-;‘,IZL Leifedr Ry |

[City | Tracys Landjns [zp] 20779 |
| Local case number | ] |
[Applicant:  Lastname | B 5_4:1\&.?5&/\ | Firstname | Spme. < ]
| Company | B

Application Type (check all that apply):

Building Permit ] Variance X

Buffer Management Plan [ ] Rezoning ]

Conditional Use ] Site Plan ]

Consistency Report ] Special Exception [ |

Disturbance > 5,000 sq ft [ ] Subdivision ]

Grading Permit ] Other ]

Local Jurisdiction Contact Information:
Last name AACo Zoning Administration Section  First name
Phone # 410-222-7437 Response from Commission Required By _TBD
Fax # Hearing date 1BD

Revised 12/14/2006



SPECIFIC PROJECT INFORMATION

Describe Proposed use of project site: 4 R
New RegdeeT >V e

Yes Yes
Intra-Family Transfer [ 1 Growth Allocation ]
Grandfathered Lot ] - Buffer Exemption Area [
Project Type (check all that apply)
Commercial ] Recreational L1
Consistency Report N Redevelopment ]
Industrial ] Residential =
Institutional ] Shore Erosion Control
Mixed Use ] Water-Dependent Facility
Other ]
SITE INVENTORY (Enter acres or square feet)

Acres Sq Ft
Acres Sq Ft Total Disturbed Area | o | o ]
IDA Area
LDA Area )
RCA Area 7.6565 # of Lots Created
Total Area
Acres Sq Ft Acres Sq Ft
| Existing Forest/Woodland/Trees Existing Lot Coverage
Created Forest/Woodland/Trees New Lot Coverage <
Removed Forest/Woodland/Trees 7/ Removed Lot Coverage
Total Lot Coverage

—_—
VARIANCE INFORMATION (Check all that apply)

Acres Sq Ft Acres Sq Ft
Buffer Disturbance (¥ Buffer Forest Clearing O
Non-Buffer Disturbance 0 Mitigation o
Variance Type Structure -

Buffer ] Acc. Structure Addition [ ]
Forest Clearing ] Bam [
HPA Impact E Deck [ ]
Lot Coverage Dwelling |
Expanded Buffer ] Dwelling Addition [ |
Nontidal Wetlands [ ] Garage ||
Setback % Gazebo E
Steep Slopes < . Patio
Otheli' b ;& N(} ﬂ-@,l[ ﬂ\f‘ ﬂ/ § fm{ﬁ/’t Pool [

Shed | '0’

Other ™y Fie 4

Revised 12/14/2006



STEUART PITTMAN, COUNTY EXECUTIVE

ANNE JESSICA LEYS, DIRECTOR “h l&
RECREATION AND PARKS oy

ARUNDEL 1 HARRY S. TRUMAN PKwY d2anne A_rundel

CO”I\]TY ANNAPOLIS, MD 21401 RECREATION AND PARKS
AACOUNTY.ORG/RECPARKS ENJOY EXPLORE RESTORE

MEMORANDUM
TO: Sadé Medina, Zoning Division
Office of Planning and Zoning

FROM: Pat Slayton
Capital Projects Division

SUBJECT: Variance Case 2024-0107-V

DATE: September 9, 2024

The Department of Recreation and Parks has reviewed the above plans to determine if there may be
impacts to the Anne Arundel County Green Infrastructure Network, parks, and trails. Please note
our recommendations according to those findings below.

e A portion of this site lies within the Anne Arundel County Green Infrastructure Network, a
proposed preservation area considered in the Anne Arundel County Green Infrastructure
Master Plan. The proposed development is consistent with the spirit of the Green
Infrastructure Master Plan.

The Department of Recreation and Parks has no further comments.

cc: File



