Jenifer Burgoon
1220 Fairfax Ave.
Churchton, MD 20733

To whom it may concern,

| am writing this Letter of Explanation to justify my request for a variance for a 10x16 shed that
is placed less than 7 feet from the property line and a covered porch that exceeds our lot
coverage in a critical area.

I had a 10x16 shed placed on my 9100 sq ft lot, in the backyard less than 7ft from the
surrounding property line. | was unaware of the 7ft setback. Prior to placing the shed, | looked
around at my surrounding neighbors' sheds and all of their sheds are less than 7ft from their
property line. The property directly behind me has 2 sheds that are less than 7ft to the property
line. The location the shed was placed is in conforms with a majority of the surrounding homes.
(Attached pictures of surrounding sheds in the neighborhood. The shed is currently located 3
feet from the rear and side property lines.

Due to the unique lot size of my property, there was nowhere else to put the shed. My property
runs 100 ft along my neighbors property and 23 ft wide in the backyard. There is only so much
space to fit a shed in this space. My house is located in Franklin Manor. My lot size is
100x91.65. The practical difficulties of my lot size and closeness to my surrounding neighbors
made finding another location to conform with the strict letter of article 18-4-701 of this shed
impossible. | have attached pictures of the neighboring homes of my property that have sheds
less than 7 feet from the property lines.

A few months ago, | used my existing deck and installed a roof over top. | was unaware that |
needed a permit to do that. The deck now covers more than 31.25% of my lot. Due to where
my house is located, it is impossible to not go over the 31.25%. The surrounding homes all
have covered porches, garages, homes and concrete pads that cover more than 31.25% of their
property. Under the code 17-8-402b, it will be unfair to make me comply with this code and no
one else in the neighborhood follows this code.

When the house was built in 1991, it had a lot coverage of 3,744 square feet. This will be the
first thing I've done to the house since purchasing the home in 2013. | have spoken to
neighbors that lived there when the house was built and they stated that the previous owners
did zero improvements to the property. With the addition of the shed and covered porch, my lot
coverage will be 4,106 square feet.

If you grant me this variance it will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood, impair
the appropriate use or development of adjacent properties, reduce forest cover, be contrary to
acceptable clearing and replanting practices required for development in critical areas or be
detrimental to the public welfare.



Thank you for your time.

Jenifer Burgoon
443-532-4333

jburgoon42@gmail.com

To whom to may concern,

The use of the shed is to house lawn equipment. Currently all the equipment is sitting outside
the garage. Our garage is used to store the vehicles. The existing deck was there and all we did
was put a roof on. This project is at a residential home.

The amount of square footage that will be disturbed is 160 square feet from the shed. The
porch was already there when we purchased the house. This disturbance will be mitigated by
planting trees and shrubs from the recommended Maryland Tree list on MD.gov website.

The type of predominant trees and shrubs on the property are Japanese Euonymus, Japanese
barberry, Chinese Holly, Pin Oak, and August Lilies. Square foot of vegetated property is around
1,000 square feet.

I am not sure how | can minimize impacts on water quality and habitat because my lot is only
9100 square feet and we are almost 1,000 ft from the water.

The impervious space before construction is 3,744 square feet. The impervious space after
construction is 4,106 square feet. This includes all structures, gravel areas, driveways and
concrete areas.

Thank you,

Jenifer Burgoon



Here are some pictures of neighboring properties with sheds closer than 7ft from
property lines:
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CRITICAL AREA COMMISSION
CHESAPEAKE AND ATLANTIC COASTAL BAYS
1804 WEST STREET, SUITE 100
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21401

PROJECT NOTIFICATION APPLICATION
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| Project Name (site name, subdivision name, or other) | |
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[ Local case number | (5 - 200 - 554 |
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Local Jurisdiction Contact Information:
Last name AACo Zoning Administration Section  First name
Phone#  410-222-7437 Response from Commission Required By TBD
Fax # Hearing date TBD
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