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CRITICAL AREA REPORT NARRATIVE 

Site Information: 

- 779 Snodgrass Rd, Crownsville, MD 21032 
- Owner – Jude Hogan 
- Applicant – Matthew Rhoderick, McHale Landscape Design 

 

Describe the proposed use of the subject property and include if the project is residential, commercial, industrial, or 

maritime. 

- 779 Snodgrass Rd is a 5,800 SF residential unimproved infill corner lot with current water tap connection at the 

roadway. The property is wooded, with portions containing steep slopes and adjacent developed properties or 

roadway on all sides. The property is within the R5 residential zone and is in the LDA Critical area classification. 

Describe the type of predominant trees and shrubs on the subject property. Include a statement addressing the square 

footage of the property that is vegetated with trees and shrubs, how much of the property will be disturbed by the 

proposed development, and how the disturbance will be mitigated. 

- Predominant trees include Tulip Poplar, Walnut, Hickory, Maple, and Holly. Predominant shrubs include Yew, Laurel, 

Mahonia, but much of the wooded area is predominantly shade, evergreen, and understory trees with minimal 

shrubs. The total wooded area for the property is 5,189 SF. The total area to be disturbed is 3,846 SF, however the 

site area for the house and driveway is only 916 SF. Construction for this work estimates the removal of 3,521 SF of 

forested area to allow for grading and drainage, site utilities, and construction of the house and driveway. Any 

required mitigation for the disturbance will be provided by off-site mitigation in an approved Critical Area Mitigation 

Bank. 

Describe the methods to minimize impacts on water quality and habitat from proposed construction (i.e. stormwater 

management, sediment control, and silt fence). 

- A reinforced silt fence will be installed around the proposed disturbance. Machinery to be used in the construction 

process will enter through a construction entrance that is located at the proposed driveway entrance. All materials to 

be unloaded from the construction entrance and staged directly in project area or house during construction. 

Stormwater management to be addressed with the following Environment Site Design (ESD) elements: 

a. Permeable Pavement (A-2) – Paved areas of the driveway are to be constructed with permeable 

pavers on top of a geogrid and gravel base to allow for infiltration within an at-source practice. 

b. Conservation Landscaping – Disturbed areas to be restored with a mixture of native trees, shrubs 

and perennials to allow for the site to minimize runoff and stabilize soils. 

c. Micro-Scale Practices (Dry Wells) (M-5) – Roof area runoff to be captured directly into a dry well 

system as shown on the site plan, to meet ESDv and REv. 



 
 
Calculate the impervious surface before and after construction, including all structures, gravel areas, driveways, and 

concrete areas. 

- The existing impervious surface (Lot Coverage) is 151 SF. The proposed impervious surface (Lot Coverage) is as 

follows: Proposed Dwelling – 400 SF, Proposed Driveway – 288 SF, Proposed Sidewalk and Steps – 120 SF and 

Proposed Porch – 108 SF. The total existing and proposed impervious area (Lot Coverage) = 1,067 SF. The allowable 

lot coverage per classification LDA is 25% of the parcel plus 500 SF, or 1,963 SF 

If applicable, describe any habitat protection areas on the subject property including expanded buffers, steep slopes of 

15% or greater, rare and endangered species, anadromous fish propagation waters, colonial waterbird nesting sites, 

historic waterfowl staging and concentration areas, riparian forests, natural heritage areas, and plant and wildlife 

habitats of local significance. 

- The applicable habitat protection areas subject to this property are steep slopes of 15% or greater and the steep 

slope buffer. In siting the proposed structure, the health department requires all portions of the septic system to be 

located outside of the steep slopes and buffer. After locating this system, the only location for the proposed house is 

within the steep slope at the rear of the property, to meet setbacks from site facilities. Construction of the house 

foundation would facilitate stabilization of the steep slopes and fall into character of surrounding properties built 

into the slope.  

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

                                                                                      

Applicant Information: 

- McHale Landscape Design MHIC #29697 

o 911 West Street, Annapolis, MD 21401 

o (410)-990-0894 

- Matthew Rhoderick – Registered Landscape Architect, #3731 

o (301)-512-8234 

o Mattr@mchalelandscape.com 
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Tawes State Office Building – 580 Taylor Avenue – Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
410-260-8DNR or toll free in Maryland 877-620-8DNR – dnr.maryland.gov – TTY Users Call via the Maryland Relay 

 

 

 
 

December 12, 2024 

 

Mr. Matt Rhoderick 

McHale Landscape Design 

6212 Leapley Road 

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 

 

RE: Environmental Review for Variance for 779 Snodgrass Road, Crownsville, Anne Arundel County, 

Maryland. 

 

 

Dear Mr. Rhoderick: 

 

The Wildlife and Heritage Service has no official records for State or Federal listed, candidate, proposed, or rare 

plant or animal species within the project area shown on the map provided. As a result, we have no specific 

concerns regarding potential impacts to such species or recommendations for protection measures at this time. If 

the project changes in the future such that the limits of proposed disturbance or overall site boundaries are 

modified, please provide us with revised project maps and we will provide you with an updated evaluation. 
 

Thank you for allowing us the opportunity to review this project.  If you should have any further questions 

regarding this information, please contact me at lori.byrne@maryland.gov or at (410) 260-8573. 

 

 

 

      Sincerely, 

 

 
 

      Lori A. Byrne, 

      Environmental Review Coordinator 

      Wildlife and Heritage Service 

      MD Dept. of Natural Resources 

 

ER# 2024.1982.aa 

Cc: C. Jones, CAC 

mailto:lori.byrne@maryland.gov
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